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in a circle until the prisoner drops. Nor is Salazar altogether
behind the times in regard to science : he uses an electric
chair to provide shocks at regularly recurrent intervals for
the prisoners who may be a little more strong-minded than
the average ! When a prisoner dies, he is reported to have
" committed suicide," and the number of prison " suicides "
in contemporary Portugal is in itself enough to shake any-
body's confidence in the regime that is responsible for them.
Thousands of Portuguese who have shown their disap-
proval of this dictatorship have been sent to unsavoury-
parts of the tropics and placed under the charge of black
troops. It will be interesting to know how many of them
will ever return alive to their native country !
The chief reason that this vile dictatorship is not better
known abroad is that the Portuguese Government has
shown no sign of an aggressive foreign policy. It has con-
cerned itself almost entirely with internal affairs, and foreign
newspapers have not bothered very much about it, because
Portugal is unimportant. It is only since the outbreak of
the Civil War in Spain, and the undisguised help which
Portugal has given to the Spanish rebels, that has caused it
to come into the picture at all. Franco's revolt almost
became Salazar's war ! Foreign newspaper correspondents,
although perfectly aware of the huddle of leaders of the
Spanish revolt in the Hotel Aviz in Lisbon, scarcely
troubled to keep a sharp eye on the border that touches
Spain. Here the by-roads of Portugal were often blocked
with caravans of arms and ammunition destined for the
Spanish rebels. It was one of the most flagrant breaches of
international law in history, and all under a hypocritical
cloak of neutrality and " non-intervention/'
As for the open assistance rendered by Italy, nothing
could be more flagrant, for example, than the activities of